
ALLERDALE HIGHWAYS WORKING GROUP 
 

Minutes of a Meeting of the Allerdale Highways Working Group held on Tuesday, 11 
June 2019 at 1.00 pm at Lillyhall Highways Depot, Workington 
 
 

PRESENT: 
 

Mr JS Holliday (Chairman) 
 

Mr AL Barry 
Mr A Bowness 
 

Mr J Lister 
Mr AJ Markley (Vice-Chair) 
 

 
Also in Attendance:- 
 
Mrs S Davis-Johnston - Traffic Management Team Leader (West) 
Mr D Hamilton - Democratic Services Officer 
Mr M Reeves 
Mr J Smith 
 
Mr S Mason 
 

- Traffic Management Officer 
- Parks and Open Spaces Officer – Allerdale Borough 

Council 
- Senior Project Manager – Highways England 

 
1 APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 
 
Apologies were received from Mr A Kennon, Mr T Lywood and Mrs R C Hanson.  
 
 
2 MINUTES OF THE PREVIOUS MEETING 
 
RESOLVED, that the minutes of the previous meeting held on 1 April 2019 be 

agreed as a true and accurate record. 
 
 
3 PROJECT UPDATE: A66/A595 FITZ AND GREAT CLIFTON 

ROUNDABOUTS' 
 
Members heard a presentation from the Senior Project Manager of Highways 
England on the proposed works to Fitz and Great Clifton Roundabouts’. A 
presentation detailing the full extent of the works had been previously brought to 
Allerdale Highways Working Group on 1 February 2019 (Minute 155 - A66 West 
Cumbria Route Improvements Programme).  
 
Members heard that essential works had already taken place on Stoneybeck 
parapet in preparation, as had the selection of sites to renew surfacing and lining 
throughout the route.  
 
The majority of advanced works had been carried out and the main body of the 
works were due to begin properly at Great Clifton roundabout on 22 July 2019. The 



representative from Highways England further updated the Working Group on the 
coordination with utility companies to try and assure the least possible disruption.  
 
Members were assured that the works would take place at night, that shuttle buses 
would be provided when necessary and that diversions would be kept to a 
reasonable distance. Communication with the public would begin shortly and press 
releases were expected in the following weeks.  
 
The Chair thanked the Senior Project Manager – Highways England for the update.  
 
 
4 WORKINGTON UNDERPASS SCHEME 
 
Members heard a presentation from the Parks and Open Space Officer at Allerdale 
Borough Council regarding the re-design of Central Way Underpass in Workington.  
 
He explained that Allerdale Borough Council have been managing the project, but 
working in partnership with Cumbria County Council Highways Network Manager 
and then talked members through a presentation which highlighted the following 
areas:- 
 

 Central Way Underpass – Background and Benefits  

 Proposals  

 Next steps 
 
A detailed discussion took place on the proposed works to Central Way Underpass. 
Members were told the carriageway would be reduced to a single vehicle 
thoroughfare to make sure that there is no parking within the underpass and to 
create a more pedestrian-friendly environment. The proposal would see the creation 
of a shared use route for pedestrians and cyclists; the carriageway and shared 
cycle/foot-way would be separated by kerb upstand.  
 
Members raised questions regarding parking in the area and the Parks and Open 
Space Officer assured them that this was one of the issues that the proposal aimed 
to solve. Members then heard that disabled parking provision at Brow Top Car Park 
would be relocated closer to the town and a footpath would be created to allow safer 
access between the car park, existing cycle path and Bingo Hall. 
 
The Parks and Open Space Officer explained to members that robust costings 
would be established once a Quantity Surveyor had been appointed. Allerdale 
Borough Council had already earmarked £150,000 for the project and that the 
aspiration was for Cumbria County Council to contribute towards highway related 
elements of the scheme that are already in need of repair or investment for example 
surfacing repairs and lighting. The Borough Council would also explore other 
funding options for example the Workington Town Council, Arts Council, local 
businesses and other arts-related funding.  
 
Members note the presentation and AGREE that an update on the scheme be 
brought to a future meeting.  
 



 
5 A595 PETER LANE TO THURSBY ROUNDABOUT - EXISTING NATIONAL 

SPEED LIMIT: PROPOSAL TO REDUCE TO 50 MPH SPEED LIMIT 
 
Members had before them a report from the Acting Executive Director – Economy 
and Infrastructure which presented them with a number of options to consider with 
regard to the proposed introduction of a 50mph speed restriction on the A595.  
 
On Monday 1 April 2019, Members of the Working Group heard a presentation from 
the Local Member for Dalston and Burgh-by-Sands on his concerns regarding the 
number of collisions that have occurred in areas between Peter Lane and Thursby 
Roundabout. This item had previously been brought to Allerdale Local Committee 
on the 6 November 2018.  

 
The Local Member for Dalston and Burgh-by-Sands asked that the Allerdale 
Highways Working Group to review their earlier recommendation and support a 
reduction of the national speed limit to 50mph. 

 
It was acknowledged that alternative proposals would be considered involving a 
50mph limit over a reduced length of the A595, instead of the whole stretch from 
Peter Lane to Thursby Roundabout as previously discussed. 

 
The Traffic Management Officer talked members through the alternative proposals 
and explained why ‘Option 2 – To introduce a restriction on the A595 extending from 
Peter Lane to approximately 185m south-west of Nealhouse Junction’ was the 
recommended option. Between 1st January 2013 and 31st December 2018, 31 
collisions have occurred on the A595 between Peter Lane and the Nealhouse 
junction; therefore no collisions were recorded between Nealhouse and Thursby 
Roundabout.  Given the lack of collisions along this section, among other factors, it 
is felt that a 50mph speed limit would not be suitable between Nealhouse and 
Thursby Roundabout.   
 
There was a detailed discussion between members who expressed varying views 
on the necessity for reducing the speed limit on this stretch of road. The 
recommendation was moved by the Member for St. Michael’s and the motion was 
seconded. The discussion continued as some members looked to question how 
effective these measures would be in reducing accidents. Once the majority of 
members agreed to the proposal the Chair announced that the motion had been 
carried.  
 
It was RECOMMENDED that,   
 

1) Allerdale Local Committee proceed to statutory consultation on Option 2, 
namely the introduction of a 50mph restriction on the A595 to the extent 
shown on the plan which was attached as Appendix 2 of the report, 
namely from the Carlisle/Allerdale District boundary to a point 
approximately 185m south-west of Nealhouse Junction 
 



2) Members note that Carlisle Local Committee will need to agree to the 
introduction of a 50mph on the section of the A595 within their control, for 
example from Peter Lane to the Allerdale and Carlisle district boundary.  

 
 
 
6 WORKINGTON CONSOLIDATION ORDER - TRAFFIC REGULATION 

ORDER AMENDMENT 
 
Members considered a report from the Acting Executive Director – Economy and 
Infrastructure on the Traffic Regulation Order amendment regarding the Harrington 
Road S278 Agreement and the introduction of a one-way traffic restriction on 
Canning Street.  
 
Members raised concerns that Canning Street’s one-way restriction was included in 
the advertisement of restrictions but was not recommended without having 
consulted with affected members. Officers explained how consultation with the Head 
Teachers of Victoria Infants and Junior Schools had revealed concerns over road 
safety if the proposed change to Canning Street was brought about. For this reason, 
officers could not ask members to recommend the one-way restriction at this time 
and will instead continue to explore measures to improve road safety at this 
location.  
 
Members and officers shared their concerns over the wellbeing of students coming 
to and from the schools. It was AGREED that a joint meeting be set up so that the 
local member can consult with the head teachers and Traffic Management officers.  
 
Members then discussed the development of the new convenience store on 
Harrington Road, Workington. To meet planning regulations the removal of ‘No 
Waiting At Any Time’ restrictions was required. Members were asked to recommend 
the Variation Order, to be known as “the New Workington Order”, in part only, so 
that the traffic restrictions could be removed on Harrington Road but the proposed 
one-way traffic restriction on the length of Canning Street, Workington, be not 
introduced.   
 
It was RECOMMENDED that,  that Local Committee agree to introduce The 

County of Cumbria (Various Roads, Workington 
and Surrounding Area) (Consolidation and 
Provision of Traffic Regulations) (Order 2017) 
Variation Order (No. 1) 20><, to be known as “the 
New Workington Order”, in part only, so that the 
proposed one-way traffic restriction on the entire 
length of Canning Street, Workington, be not 
introduced. 

 

7 TRAFFIC MANAGEMENT TEAM LEADER'S UPDATE 
 



Members were asked to consider a report from the Acting Executive Director – 
Economy and Infrastructure with the purpose of providing members with an update 
on traffic related matters in Allerdale.  
 
The Traffic Management Team Leader talked members through some key areas 
which included an update on the growing number of Temporary Traffic Orders which 
have been processed in the Allerdale area and some of the very positive feedback 
received from the well-attended Allerdale Accessibility Awareness Event.  
 
Members were informed of the consultation drop in event that took place regarding 
a proposal to relieve traffic congestion travelling eastbound along Main Street 
Cockermouth. The event on 8th May 2019 was very well-attended and approximately 
60 letters have been received regarding the proposal.  Over 90% of responses were 
against the proposal progressing, highlighting a number of concerns that could 
negatively impact traffic flows around the town.  Due to the overwhelming feeling of 
the community, and following a discussion with both Members for Cockermouth, it 
was recommended that this was not progressed further. 
 
It was RESOLVED that,   Members note the contents of the report.  
 
 
8 CRASH GROUP 
 
The Traffic Management Team Leader delivered an update to the Highway’s 
Working Group whereby she informed members of the outcomes of the CRASH 
Group meeting that took place earlier that morning. A discussion took place 
regarding recent traffic data gathered at High Hill, Keswick, following a request to 
install a permanent Speed Indication Device.  The data did not evidence a speeding 
problem in the area and, after taking into account all information available relating to 
this case, the CRASH group did not approve the proposal. Members were 
supportive of the CRASH group’s decision. 
 
Members sought clarification from officers regarding the request from the Mayor of 
Keswick to attend a meeting of the CRASH Group to discuss High Hill, Keswick. 
Members heard that there would be a written response from the Chair of the 
CRASH Group which would explain their position. 
 
 
9 DATE AND TIME OF NEXT MEETING 
 
The next meeting of the Allerdale Highways Working Group will take place at 
10:00am on Wednesday 25 September 2019 at the Lillyhall Highways Depot.  
 
 

The meeting ended at 15:20pm 
 


